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Circles abound at Piano Factory Gallery
by Bessie King

MySouthEnd.com Contributor

Wednesday Mar 18, 2009

Circles seemed to be the
theme Friday night,
March 13 at The Piano
Factory Gallery, 791
Tremont Street, where
Andrea Raynor and Mary
Hughes presented their
month-long exhibit
Recent Work. Even
though the two
Northeastern University
professors used shapes
everyone can recreate,
their circles managed to
look much more
impressive.

Piano Factory story (page 8): The Pianc Factory
Gallery welcomed Andrea Raynor and Mary Hughes
this month for its exhibition "Recent Work." Both
untitied pieces above (the left is Raynoi’s, the right is
Hughes'} utilize circies, a commaoen trait of their work
currentiy on display at the gallery until March 29.

"I love them, who knew
circles could be so fun and expressive?" said Amy Sousa, a Back Bay
resident.

Indeed, starting with Hughes' circles filled with color and followed with
Raynor’s large black-on-gold ovals, each piece gave the approximately 80
guests who attended the opening space to imagine.

Although the artists "did not collaborate while making the art, the finished
pieces complemented each other in a dynamic way," said Mitch Weiss,
director of the gallery.

In Hughes' pieces the circles she represents range from small to medium
in size and vary in colors. One piece can have a blue background and be
filled with circles in black, copper, white, pink, or gray that help one
visualize anything from grape vines to sea plants while another using rich
gold shades seems tapestry-like because of the texture it presents,

"What I like most is doing it, the discovery of starting a new body of
work, seeing where it leads,"” said Hughes. "I love working with color and
just being immersed in the process. I often start work thinking I know
exactly what it will look like and I'm almost never right. I consider myself
to be someone very interested in formal issues such as composition,
value/color relationships, spatial relationships. But I also want the works
to have a meditative quality. I want the viewer to have a lot to look at
and discover. The artist can never really control how the viewer will
interpret a work."

Each of her paintings was made on a mid-sized canvas with layers of
watercolor topped with pencil pastel and charcoal. Hughes’ pieces are
small in size, but managed not to be overshadowed by Raynor’s larger,
approximately six-foot tall pieces.

Raynor's circles are equally big to compete with the vastness of the
canvas. However, she sticks to only two colors-a luminous gold that
serves as a background to her circles, painted in black. Each line is thick,
intertwining with the last to make a connected set of circles that can
reveal the silhouette of a body, face, or giant martini olives.

Perhaps the best attribute of the exhibit was the freedom of the two
artists” pieces. Without any explicit theme or meaning, the dozens in
attendance were able to wonder freely and see whatever they wanted to
see.
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First Fridays coming soon!

Quick Poll

Should Post-Exposure
Prophylaxis be
utilized further to curb
the spread of HIV?
{See "Post-Exposure
Prophylaxis offers a
second chance at HIV
prevention,” 3/11, for
more information.)
“'Yes, it's a chance to
save lives

"_No, people will use it
recklessly and it won't
lower HIV infections
'_'Maybe, let people
decide for themselves if
they feel it's appropriate
" No opinion; it's none of
my business

Columns

Boston and Beyond

Time to rein in the police and

3/20/093:26 PM

I

Tremont
Dental
Care

%

..

We are committod

tr viur satisiacron

209 COLUMBUS AVE
Boston, MR 82116

611.536.0966

=209 BOSTON

bistro bar & lounge

Page 1 of 2



MySouthEnd.com - Local news and entertainment for Boston's Historic South End

"The circles come out of wanting the content of the pieces to feel like a
large physical gesture. The circles seem like a natural gesture anyone
would make," said Raynor, who at 5’5" needs a ladder to paint each
piece, "Making abstract work definitely leads to very wide interpretation,
which is good. I think the circle is one of the most basic forms you can
make. Seeing what you can make out of a such a reduced or basic form
in a large scale has been an engaging challenge for me."

Recent Worlk will remain on display at the gallery until March 29. For
more information visit www.gallervatthepianofactory.org.
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